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SNP expands NIPT testing capacity: what this means for you

 � We have added a second platform, VeriSeq NIPT Solution v2, to our NIPT services.
 � We will continue to run our existing assay, Harmony®.
 � There will be no significant changes to the way NIPT is requested.
 � The report format has been improved.

Sullivan Nicolaides Pathology has provided non-invasive prenatal 
testing (NIPT) at our specialist genetic laboratory in Brisbane since 
2015. Since that time, we have grown to become one of the largest 
providers of NIPT in Australia, as the test has become a mainstream 
investigation for many healthcare providers and their patients.

We are now expanding our testing capacity by introducing a second 
platform, adding to our existing assay, Harmony, which has an 
excellent track record, with the VeriSeq NIPT Solution v2.

The two platforms have demonstrated they have very good 
sensitivity and even better specificity for common autosomal 
trisomies and sex chromosome aneuploidies. Both tests include 
rigorous assessment that there is sufficient fetal DNA in the maternal 
sample to provide an accurate result. 

Ordering NIPT
Given the similarity in outcomes, a decision was made to reduce 
the emphasis on brand names and provide NIPT as an unbranded 
service.

There will be no significant changes to the process by which NIPT is 
ordered. Although request forms and reports have been de-branded, 
ordering, payment and sample collection remain the same.

You may notice minor changes to the request form and reports. 
Our goal is to make this transition invisible and as seamless as 
possible.

 � We will provide an assessment of the likelihood of common 
autosomal trisomies on chromosomes 21, 18 and 13 as the 
default.  

 � Doctors can also request assessment for sex chromosome 
aneuploidy and fetal sex. 

 � Doctors do not need to specify the platform type (Harmony or 
VeriSeq), however, it is important to specify assessment for the 
chromosome 22q11.2 microdeletion if this is required, as this will 
be provided by the Harmony platform.

 � Best Practice, Medical Director and Genie have the new 
de-branded request forms. Instructions to download the request 
form templates are available under Requesting Pathology on the 
SNP website.

Adding tests once the process is underway
Our preference has always been that requestors select NIPT options 
such as sex chromosomes or fetal sex at the outset, and not as a 
later addition. However, we will continue to accept such requests, 
provided they are made by the patient’s doctor. 

We can no longer accept late additions of 22q deletion to an 
NIPT request.

Our new genetic counselling guide
An essential resource for genetic testing

Genetic testing has increasingly become a key element of 
mainstream medical practice, and with this comes the need to 
carefully inform and educate patients about the implications of 
the data for themselves and often, their partner or family members.
Genetic information is complex and must be presented in a readily 
understandable and non-judgmental way that is relevant to the 
individual.

At SNP, we provide an extensive range of genetic testing in 
partnership with Sonic Genetics. As part of this service, we offer 
professional genetic counselling.

Sonic Genetics has produced a short guide to provide clinicians 
with an appreciation of what they and their patients can expect from 
genetic counselling, the processes involved, what is required of the 
clinician, and how to arrange counselling. It sets out:

 � what a patient will learn from their genetic counselling session
 � the role of the genetic counsellor
 � pre-test and post-test counselling for complex genetic tests
 � counselling for non-invasive prenatal testing (NIPT) and 

reproductive carrier screening
 � which patients should have counselling
 � arranging genetic counselling
 � Medicare rebates and costs of counselling.

Re-collections
There will be no change to our re-collections policy. If a sample fails 
to meet quality metrics, for instance if there is insufficient 
feto-placental DNA, we may request a re-collection and re-analysis. 
We provide this service at no additional charge to the patient.

Reports
The format of the report has changed slightly to improve the 
presentation of key information and to ensure consistency. They 
will clearly indicate which laboratory performed the NIPT and the 
platform used.  

Online NIPT webinar
Find out more about NIPT and hear from genetic pathologist 
Dr James Harraway, SNP Director of Genetics, about how it can help 
your patients at www.snp.com.au/virtual

Further information
For more information on NIPT, or to request a copy of the genetic 
counselling guide, please contact your Medical Liaison Manager on 
1800 767 284.
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New MBS item available: faecal calprotectin

Effective 1 November 2021, a Medicare rebate is available for 
faecal calprotectin tests for diagnostic purposes in patients who 
present with gastrointestinal symptoms suggestive of inflammatory 
or functional bowel disease. 

Medicare criteria for rebate (item 66522):

 � Patient is under 50 years of age.
 � Patient has gastrointestinal symptoms suggestive of 

inflammatory or functional bowel disease of more than 6 
weeks’ duration.

 � Infectious causes have been excluded.
 � Likelihood of malignancy has been assessed as low.
 � No relevant clinical alarms are present.

Non-rebateable fee will apply for patients with a known diagnosis of 
inflammatory bowel disease, and for patients over 50 years of age.

A comment has been added to our faecal calprotectin reports to 
reflect this change.

Please refer to www.mbsonline.gov.au for more information.
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Comprehensive COVID-19 travel testing service now available 
 � As international and domestic travel resumes, travellers are required to show evidence of a negative test for COVID-19.
 � SNP provides accredited testing and issues travel reports that meet the regulatory requirements of carriers and countries, and territory and 

state health departments.

Travellers will need to ensure that they meet testing and reporting requirements. Our comprehensive COVID-19 travel testing service is 
designed to help them navigate these often complex and quickly changing requirements.

We perform real-time RT-PCR and IgM at our COVID-19 travel testing collection centres in Queensland and northern New South Wales.

All COVID-19 travel tests must be ordered and paid for online prior to test collection. The process is quick, easy and involves four steps.
For more information, please visit www.sonictraveltesting.com.au

We also have a dedicated COVID-19 helpline to assist travellers 7 days a week: (07) 3300 8930.
Hours of operation are Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-6pm, and Sunday 8am-1pm AEST.

Brochures are available to help 
travellers understand the 
steps they need to take.

To order, please contact your 
Medical Liaison Manager on 

1300 767 284.

 D Determine testing and 
timeframe.

 D Order and pay online.
 D Present for test collection.
 D Receive results and travel 

report via a secure link.


